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Data Flow Diagram 
The use of DFD as a modeling tool was 
popularized by DeMarco & Yourdon 
(1979) and Gane & Sarson (1979), using 
a Structured Systems Analysis 
methodology.

DFD illustrates the flow of data within an 
information system, whether an existing 
system or a new system, from a logical 
perspective without considering the 
physical environment in which the data 
resides.

DFD is a system design tool that 
focuses on data flow and is easy for 
programmers to understand and 
communicate.
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DFD Level 0



DFD Level 1



DFD Level-n



Requirements for 
Creating a DFD

A properly designed DFD should be visually 
appealing, easy to read, and easy for users to 
understand.
The requirements for creating a DFD are as follows:
1. Use appropriate names for each DFD 

component.
2. Number the process components appropriately.
3. Arrange the DFD clearly and in a visually 

pleasing manner.
4. Avoid creating overly complex DFD diagrams.
5. Ensure that the DFD accurately represents the 

system being developed.
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DFD Rules 6
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